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Fig. 2- container flow in 2012 in terms of million TEUs (Drury, 2012) - the trade imbalance in the round trip of
containers around the world is known as the main factor in the accumulation and displacement of empty

containers.
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Table 2- Titles of indicators in the process of hierarchical analysis
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Table 3- Titles of options in the hierarchical analysis process
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Table 4- Determining the weight of indicators with the help of pairwise comparisons of indicators
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Table 5- Determination of the final weight of the indicators
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Table 6 - The final output of the software; the final ranking of options based on indicators
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Abstract

This research surveys Khorramshahr port solutions about empty container crisis and identifies reasons for
adopting strategies and effective factors on it. At first, the researcher attended the Khorramshar container
terminal while observed empty container management procedure and interviewing with responsible persons
of Khorrmshahr container terminal and container shipping company Hoopad Darya. During the interviews,
the researcher could find information about possible solutions for empty container management. After
detecting possible management strategies for decreasing amount of empty container movements and it’s
costs, strategies prioritized by aid of industry experts and using AHP method. Finally, the amount of export
and trade imbalances recognized as the important factors for accumulation of empty containers. This research
based on objective is an applied research and based on nature is mixed research. The results of research
shows that the best way of empty container management is creating private yards outside Khorramshahr
areas and completing dry port and land transportation of empty containers to Immam Khomayni port. Final

part of research is offering applied suggestions.

Key words: Empty Container ,Khorramshahr Port Container Terminal, Trade Imbalance, Empty Container
Repositioning.
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